
























Y ou decided to get married – congratulations! 

And now even more fun begins: Planning your 

wedding! The thing is though, since there are 

so many details to address, so many tasks to do, so many 

decisions to be made, all over a relatively short span of 

time, unless you get organized from the start, you will 

find yourself well in over your head, especially if you 

do it yourself as opposed to working with a professional 

wedding planner.

Indeed, planning a wedding is an exciting time, even 

though it may seem overwhelming at first. If you cannot 

afford to hire a wedding organizer, or if you want to do it 

on your own, the most important thing you will need is a 

list of all the important details of your wedding.

Make up your list as soon as possible… the sooner you 

have a list of your plans, the less stressed you will feel! A 

wedding planning list can contain any and every detail of 

your special day. Start with the big items first: wedding 

date and location, budget, number of wedding guests, 

bridal gown, people in the wedding party, food for the 

reception, wedding rings, etc.

You will notice that finding a bridal gown should be near 

the beginning of the list; that’s because most bridal shops 

require at least six months to order a dress to meet the 

needs of the bride. As soon as possible, begin planning 

where you will get your wedding gown – whether you 

will order it from a bridal shop, have one made for you, 

or have an antique or family gown altered to fit. 

Your list can also include details about the various places 

you have to choose from for your wedding reception. 

Write down anything you want to remember, including 

what choices of food each place offers, how many 

guests can be accommodated, if there is a dance floor, 

and any other important details for your reception.
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Top 5 Honeymoon Destinations
   Hawaii
 

Hawaii is one of the most popular honeymoon 

destinations. Its wonderful warm weather and 

laid back atmosphere is the perfect place for love 

birds to visit. By day, you can bathe in the sun, 

snorkel, visit volcanoes, hike through rainforests, 

shop or just lounge around the pool. By night, 

you can try fabulous restaurants, enjoy a luau 

or simply sit under the stars. There are plenty of 

things to do and experience with your true love.  

   South Pacific
 

If you’re looking for a more secluded tropical 

experience, you may want to hit the beaches in 

Tahiti or Bora-Bora. Tahiti’s palm filled landscapes, 

coconut plantations, vanilla farms and relatively 

few tourists make this island a romantic place for 

two. Put a fragrant white tiare, Tahiti’s national 

bloom, behind your left ear (that means you’re 

taken) and you’ll fit in perfectly among the deep 

green valleys, waterfalls and fields of flowers. Bora-

Bora’s sugary sands and clear, aquamarine waters 

are just as magical. Explore lagoons and even stay 

in your very own hut built on stilts right on the water.  

   Europe
 

Honeymooning in Europe is perfect for a mix of 

old world exploring and modern luxuries. Athens, 

Greece is one of the oldest cities in the world. 

The remainders of past civilizations are scattered 

throughout the land in the Acropolis, Plaka and in 

museums. Sicily, Italy has played host to a wide 

variety of cultures including the ancient Greeks, 

Romans, Normans and Moors. And because Italy 

is located in the center of the Mediterranean, it 

is blessed with numerous warm beaches and 

by Polly Liu
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1. How long have you been in business for?

2. Can I meet with you to see the quality of 
videos you do?

3. Do you provide references?

4. What kind of equipment do you use?

5. Is it professional or consumer equipment and 
do you offer multi camera shoots? 

6. Do you attend rehearsals?

7. If my photographer misses something, can 
you help with a still video frame?

8. Do you put a wireless mic on the groom so 
we will hear our vows on the video?

9. Do you use the wireless mic at the reception? 

10. What are your prices and do you offer DVDs?

11. Do you offer the service of pictures and/or 
video to show at the reception or rehearsal 
dinner on a TV or big screen?

12. Can you do custom editing?

13. Can I be there when you do the editing?

14. Is there a contract to be signed?

When you do decide to hire a video professional, 
a few questions you should ask are:





 Signs You’re Too Stressed Over 
Wedding Preparations5

Often, even if weddings aren’t rushed, couples find 

themselves caught in the flurry of excitement and 

productivity. Some consider it a natural high and 

wonder why the rest of the population would rather hire 

someone to do everything for them. Here are 5 signs that will 

tell you it’s time to sit down and take a break.

1. You’re using your lunch hour to run 
wedding errands instead of eating.

Skipping meals is bad news for your 

mood and more importantly, your 

wedding fitness plan. It can lead to 

exaggerated emotions, amped-

up stress and an overall dark 

cloud over your head (sound 

familiar?). Basically, making a habit 

of planning instead of lunching is a 

lose-lose.

2. Your fiance starts joking (or maybe 
not joking) about eloping.

If your fiance is less involved in the planning process than 

you are, he probably decided to lie low about the wedding…

until it got really bad. Sometimes it takes a reality check from 

someone else to know it’s time to put the brakes on wedding 

worries — even if it’s something you don’t want to hear.

3. You start questioning all of your decisions.

You know you’re over thinking things when you start wanting 

to trash all your original plans for new ideas. Worrying that 

you made the wrong call about your reception venue, which 

florist to hire or how much to spend on photography will only 

feed your stress even more, making for a never-ending 

cycle of fear.

4. You procrastinate on the tasks that 
really need to get done.

If your wedding date is looming 

and the list looks impossible to 

tackle, start with something fun 

and easy, like a cake tasting or 

shopping for your wedding shoes, 

to get back into the swing of things. 

Having a few small items checked off 

will make the rest seem more doable.

5. It stops being fun.

It all comes down to this: If you’re focusing more on 

the negative (like the number of guests who RSVPed “no”) 

than the positive (like the fact that you’ll be married at the 

end of all of this), something needs to change. Come up with a 

mantra that will help you concentrate on the bright side.







Have you ever been to a dance performance 

where the music comes to life because of the 

carefully choreographed movement of the 

dancers? The choreographer interprets the meaning of 

the lyrics and expresses it through beautiful movement 

translated by the talented dancers; thereby, drawing 

the audience into an emotional journey. A wedding 

planner is much like a choreographer in which they 

interpret the dreams of a bridal couple and design the 

movement leading towards a unique and memorable 

wedding day.

I’m often asked, “Why do I 

need a wedding planner, I 

already have my vendors 

what more would I need 

a planner to do?” Much 

like a dance performance, 

there is a stage, the music, 

the dancers, the costumes and the 

set designs, so why would one need the 

choreographer? Simple, a choreographer 

composes the sequence of steps and moves for 

a dance. Selecting the vendors is just one step in 

that sequence. An experienced wedding planner has 

learned the delicate balance and the personal nuances 

in designing a truly special wedding day. 

Another common statement made is, “I have a family 

member or a friend who is going to help me coordinate 

the wedding.” Would you ask a friend to choreograph 

a ballet because they’ve attended a few ballets? An 

experienced wedding planner has gained certain skills 

and knowledge that come with planning hundreds 

of weddings while your friend may have only her 

own wedding experience or as a wedding guest to 

draw upon. Bringing a vision to life is a tricky business, 

and a professional wedding planner can help you 

incorporate many of the elements that inspire you into 

a cohesive and meaningful wedding. Since weddings 

are deeply personal by nature, conflicts can quickly 

arise between friends and family over wedding-related 

time expectations. A wedding planner can devote many 

hours to your event, since it is her job to do so.

Not to say that you shouldn’t 

have family and friends 

as part of the wedding 

planning. I think they can 

be extremely helpful and 

add fun to the wedding 

planning.   However, on the 

wedding day, you should free 

them up to enjoy this day with you. 

Let the professional stress about your big 

day not your friends and family. Hiring a day-of 

coordinator would handle the more complex task 

of managing the rehearsal and the wedding day. 

“I wished I had hired a wedding planner!” is a cry 

I’ve heard too often as a wedding planner. So, I ask 

them, “Why hadn’t they considered hiring one”? The 

responses are similar in nature – save money. I often 

inform bridal couples that an experienced wedding 

planner will generally save them money in the long run. 

Planners know what different vendor services cost and 

can gauge when a vendor’s price is too high, offering 

too little, or just too good to be true. They have worked 
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Your Wedding Day –
A Choreographed Dance
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T he wedding weekend is here! After months spent 

planning the wedding, you can now look forward to 

events like the wedding rehearsal and rehearsal dinner. 

Luckily for you, these events are usually planned by someone 

other than the bride, so you can sit back and enjoy your pre-

wedding celebration. The rehearsal dinner usually involves 

presenting your wedding party with their bridal party gifts, as 

well as thanking everyone who has helped you along on your 

wedding planning.

The Hosts 

A rehearsal dinner is typically hosted by the parents of the 

groom. Since the bride’s parents traditionally pay for all wedding 

expenses, it is only fair that the groom’s parents pitch in for the 

rehearsal dinner. However, modern weddings can be paid for 

by the couple, or either set of parents, or a combination of the 

three, so the rehearsal dinner can be hosted by anyone.

The Guests

The rehearsal dinner is meant to be a casual get together—

although the dress may be a bit more formal depending on 

the location—for the bride and her closest family and friends 

to enjoy some time together before the wedding. Typically, the 

guests include anybody who will be taking part in the wedding 

rehearsal, their spouses or significant others, and the couple’s 

parents, grandparents, and siblings.

The Place

The rehearsal dinner can take place anywhere. Some families 

choose to hold the dinner at an elegant restaurant, particularly if 

it matches the tone of the wedding, it could be hosted as a brunch 

or tea party at a quaint café, or it could even be held at the home 

of the hosts as a potluck dinner or home-cooked meal. A picnic 

or barbecue at a nearby park or beach might also be a great way 

to keep the theme casual and also make it child-friendly. Don’t 

forget to match your favors to your venue. Personalized tea 

sachets make a great party favor and personalized hot sauce is 

perfect for a BBQ.

The Activities

The rehearsal dinner is all about the speeches or “toasts.” These 

are great to do during dessert when everyone is full and ready 

to have a good time. You could start things off with some mini 

cheesecakes for each guest, along with a handwritten card that 

talks about a specific topic or memory that is relevant to that 

person. During this time, the members of the bridal party and 

the parents of the couple will share their wishes for the couple 

and they may even share funny or poignant stories. Stories can 

include inside jokes and even slightly embarrassing anecdotes, 

such as childhood stories shared by the parents. After members 

of the bridal party and parents give speeches, other family 

members may wish to say something, then the couple may give 

speeches of gratitude and hand out the wedding party gifts.

Videos are also commonplace at rehearsal dinners. These might 

include a photo montage of the couple through the years, or 

maybe a narrative of the couple’s love story. This can be a great 

way to break up the speeches a bit, and can also be a nice end 

to the meal.

Whatever you decide to do, enjoy this last event before the 
wedding and spend as much time as possible interacting 
with your loved ones. 



/  Venues of Northern California
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VENUE WEBSITE / EMAIL PHONE
INSIDE /
OUTSIDE

MAX
CAPACITY

TABLES /
CHAIRS

IN-HOUSE
CATERING

Albaugh Ranch vrbo.com/191318 530-336-6267 NO/YES 350 NO NO

Bianchi Orchards bianchiorchards.com 530-527-9157 YES/YES 80/300 NO NO

Cascade Theatre cascadetheatre.org 530-243-8886 YES/NO 100 SOME NO

Cattleman's Restaurant beststeakinthewest.com 530-330-2766 YES/NO 120 YES YES

Frontier Senior Center frontierseniorcenter.com/rental-of-facility 530-365-3254 YES/YES 350/150 YES NO

Gaia Hotel & Spa gaiahotelspa.com 530-365-7077 YES/YES 250 YES YES

Gold Hills Golf Club goldhillsgolf.com/weddings-events 530-246-7867 YES/YES 200 YES YES

Gover Ranch goverrancheventcenter.com 530-776-4026 NO/YES 400 NO NO

Grace Lake Resort gracelakeresort.com 707-499-3604 NO/YES 100 YES NO

Heart S Ranch heartsranch.com 530-347-0077 NO/YES 200 YES NO

Highlands Ranch Resort highlandsranchresort.com 530-595-3388 YES/YES 150 YES YES

Hilton Garden Inn redding.hgi.com 530-226-5111 YES/NO 150 YES YES

Holiday Inn Hotel & Conv holidayinn.com 530-221-7989 YES/NO 1000 YES YES

House on the River houseontheriver.com 530-945-1104 YES/YES 300 YES YES

Lake California lakecalifornia.net 530-347-7906 YES/YES 120 YES NO

McCloud Guest House themccloudguesthouse.com 530-964-3160 YES/YES 250 NO NO

McCloud Hotel mccloudhotel.com 530-964-2822 YES/YES 45/100 YES YES

Mercy Oaks (SSNP) ssnpweb.org/facility-rental 530-226-3070 YES/YES 300 YES NO

Mount Shasta Resort mtshastaresort.com 530-926-3030 YES/YES 150/250 YES YES

Prescott Ballroom theprescottballroom.com 530-727-9099 YES/YES 125 YES NO

Red Lion Hotel redlion.com/red-lion-hotels 530-221-8700 YES/YES 200-350 YES YES

Redding Elks Lodge reddingelks.com/html/our_facility.html 530-243-5900 YES/YES 300 YES YES

Riverview Golf & Country Club riverviewgolf.net 530-224-2253 YES/YES 300 YES YES

Riverview Wedding & Event Center riverview4weddings.com 530-365-3011 NO/YES 350 YES YES

Rustic Rose rusticrosevenue.com 530-527-7930 NO/YES 200 YES NO

Sacramento River House sacramentoriverhouse.com 530-524-4106 YES/YES 120/200+ NO NO

Senior Citizens Hall call for more information 530-241-9759 YES/YES 300 YES NO

Shasta District Fair & Event Center shastadistrictfairandeventcenter.com 530-378-6789 YES/YES 1000 YES NO

Stronghold Ranch strongholdranchevents.com 209-747-7495 YES/YES 70/200 YES NO

TBS Ranch tbsranch.com 530-410-2181 YES/YES 200 YES NO

The Ammon Ranch theammonranch.com 530-629-2989 NO/YES 150 YES NO

The Cookhouse bridgebayhouseboats.com 530-275-3921 YES/YES 175-250 YES YES

The Hall, McCloud, CA thehallmccloud.com 530-408-8322 YES/YES 189-567 YES YES

The Mercantile Hotel mccloudmercantile.com 530-964-2602 YES/NO 150 YES YES

The White House whitehouseredding.com 530-221-3219 NO/YES 250 YES NO

Tierra Oaks Golf Club tierraoaksgc.com 530-275-0795 YES/YES 150 YES YES

Turtle Bay / Sundial Bridge turtlebay.org/facilityrental 530-242-3180 YES/YES 400 NO NO



Wedding Directory
Local Wedding Professionals

A Planned Affair 530-351-1149 Redding Video Productions 530-222-5281

aplannedaffair.net reddingvideoproductions.com

All Aglow 530-768-1024 Renew 530-241-7772

2771 Bechelli Ln, Redding, CA 96002   |  allagloweventsredding.com renewskinsolutions.com

Albaugh Ranch 530-336-6267 Riverview Wedding & Event Center 530-365-3011

Fall River Valley riverview4weddings.com

Angie Hawkins Photography 530-356-1826 Rocking P BBQ 530-348-2612

angiehawkinsphotography.com Facebook.com/rockingpbbq5580

Avanti Travel 530-244-1400 Sacramento River House 530-524-4106

2025 Hilltop Dr, Redding, CA 96002 sacramentoriverhouse.com

Bianchi Orchards 530-527-9157 Sandy’s Specialty Cakes & Catering 530-347-0599

bianchiorchards.com/untitled-c884 sandys-specialties.com

Cake is the Best Part 530-605-4540 Shasta District Fair & Event Center 530-378-6789

1024 Placer St, Redding, CA 96001 shastadistrictfairandeventcenter.com

Chameleon Photography 530-515-8756 Simply Elegant Bridal Boutique 530-515-1728

chameleonphotographix.com 1135 Hilltop Dr, Redding, CA 96003  |  weddingsbymarilyn.net

Clearcut Entertainment 530-410-1384 Snows Wedding & Party Rentals 530-222-8606

clearcutentertainment.net snowsweddings.com

Crystal Amen 530-941-0012 Star Limousine 530-244-7827

crystalamenphotography.com starlimousineredding.com

Flowers by Amber 530-355-9917 Sublime Cake Design 530-222-5270

flowersbyamber.com 2633 Park Marina Dr, Redding, CA 96002   |  sublimecakedesign.com

Frugal Dame 530-999-3020 Summers Photography 530-643-0554

thefrugaldame.com nicksummersphotography.com

Geri & Jeans Weddings by Design 530-474-4101 The Ammon Ranch 530-629-2989

aweddingtorememberbygeri.com theammonranch.com

Grace Aston Photography 530-949-2444 The Flower Pot 530-339-6900

graceastonphotography.com Facebook.com/theflowerpotflorist

Grace Lake Resort 707-499-3604 The Gaia Hotel & Spa 530-247-7712

gracelakeresort.com 4125 Riverside Place, Anderson, CA 96007   |  gaiahotelspa.com

Heart S Ranch 530-347-0077 The Hall: The Mountain Wedding 530-408-8322

heartsranch.com thehallmccloud.com

Jessica Hamilton Photography 530-410-9965 The Rex Club 530-335-4184

jessicahamiltonphotography.weebly.com burneyrexclub.com

Mama Roselli 530-586-2113 The Rustic Rose 530-527-7930

Biscotti Buffet Facebook.com/RusticRoseVenue

Marian Morgan-Hunt 530-549-4470 The Speakeasy Salon 530-209-1549

marianmorganhunt.com Facebook.com/TheSpeakeasySalon

Mt. Shasta Resort 530-926-0678 Tuxedo Den 530-223-5632

mountshastaresort.com tuxedosredding.com

Occasions 530-221-3089 Valley Rentals: Tables, Chairs and Floral 530-551-1000

2010 Hilltop Dr, Redding, CA 96003 Fall River Valley

Redding Tents & Events 530-222-2000 Welch Enterprises 530-241-4287

reddingtentsandevents.com welchseptic.com
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